Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry
By Mildred Taylor
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Study Guide

Name_________________________

This unit is worth a total of 150 points.  Here is the breakdown of possible points:

	Assignment
	Points Possible

	Study Guide Week 1
	5

	Study Guide Week 2
	5

	Study Guide Week 3
	5

	Study Guide Week 4
	5

	Story  Map
	5

	Journal Responses
	20

	Grammar Exercise
	10

	Socratic Seminar
	10

	Final Project
	25

	Project Presentation
	10

	Unit Test
	50


During this five-week unit we will be studying Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor.  The book was written in 1976, and Ms. Taylor dedicated it to her father.  The book has won many awards and is just as current today as it was during the time that it was written about.  We will begin the unit by reading some background information on the Jim Crow laws and on the life of Ms. Taylor.  
We will read the book aloud in class.  Each day will begin with a student summarizing the reading from the previous class.  You will be assigned your summary day at the beginning of the unit.

In addition to study guide exercises, you will be asked to choose one of three final projects to submit at the completion of this unit. Each of the projects requires an oral presentation lasting approximately 5 minutes in which you will present an overview of your final project to your classmates.  The choices of projects are as follows:

1. Write an essay on a significant event during your lifetime that has had an effect on discrimination in today’s society.  The essay must be 3-5 pages long and include properly documented sources.  Your oral presentation must include documented facts to support your opinion of the effect that the event has had on our world today.
2. Create a three to five minute video news report that explains and exposes the system of sharecropping as it was practiced in the novel, Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry.  You may choose the format of the report, it may either be a standard newscast, or in the form of a tabloid news report.

3. Write a summary of the story from Jeremy Simms point of view.  Be sure to include all of the significant events of the story as they are seen through the eyes of the Logan children’s white friend.  
Study Guide Exercises:  Week One
Introduction 

1.  What were three rules of the Jim Crow Laws?

2.  What did “separate but equal mean?”
3.  Define:  lynching

 4.  True or False:  Prejudice means hatred between blacks and whites?  (explain your answer)
Chapter One:
1.  Describe the four Logan Children (give 3 traits of each child).
2.  Where is Mr. Logan, and why isn’t he at home?
3.  Why didn’t Little Man and Cassie want their books?  

4.  Draw a Venn diagram to brainstorm the differences and similarities between Miss Crocker’s and Mrs. Logan’s views of life and teaching.

Chapter Two:

1.  Describe a problem described in the first two chapters of the book and tell what the solution was.

Study Guide Exercises:  Week Two
Chapter 3:
1. Define the following literary terms:
Simile:

Metaphor:

Alliteration:

Personification:

Foreshadowing:

Verbal irony:

Situation irony:

2.  Match the above terms with the following quotes:

a. “Those students fortunate enough to have shoes hopped from one pinched foot to the other”(17).

b. “The man was a human tree...” (34).

c. “the narrow, sun-splotched road wound like a lazy red serpent...” (6).

d. “At first the rain had merely splotched the dust, which seemed to be rejoicing in its own resiliency and laughing at the heavy drops thudding against it...” (42).

e. “we consequently found ourselves comical objects to cruel eyes...” (43).

f. “Stacey glowered at T.J. a moment longer, then walked swiftly to Little Man and put is long arm around his shoulders, saying softly, ‘Come on, Man. It ain’t gonna happen no more, least not for a long while. I promise you that.’ ‘Christopher-John and I looked questioningly at each other, wondering how Stacey could make such a rash promise” (49).

3.  What problems do the children face while walking to school?

4.  Why does Stacy promise Little Man that this will not happen again?  What do you think he is going to do? 
5.  What happens to the bus?  What could happen to the Logan’s if someone finds out what they did?  Will people find out?
Chapter 4

1.  How is TJ different from the Logan children?

2.  Why is this important?  

3.  Why does Mama punish Stacey in class? Who’s fault was it that Stacey was punished? Why did no one speak up?

4.
Why does Stacey disobey his parents and go to the Wallaces’? 

5.
What causes the change in Mr. Morrison’s and Stacey’s relationship?

6.
Why does Mama not punish her children for going to the Wallaces’? What do the Logan children learn from Mama’s creative lesson?

Chapter 5

1.  At the Strawberry market, African Americans had to park their wagons further away than the Caucasian sellers. How could this possibly play to the benefit of those in the back?

2.  Why did Cassie get kicked out of the mercantile?

3. Who might Cassie be mad at the end of chapter 5?  Why?

Study Guide Exercises:  Week Three
Chapter 6
1.
Why do Big Ma and Mama hope to spare Uncle Hammer from any knowledge of Cassie’s Strawberry incident?

2.
Summarize Mama’s explanation of the Strawberry events to Cassie.

3.
When Cassie inquires about the consequences of Uncle Hammer’s possible actions, why does Mama tell her that she has grown up enough for one evening?1.  What happened in Mr. Morrison’s childhood?

Chapter 7

1.  Who was the unexpected visitor at Christmas and why did he come?  What did he bring?  How did Papa feel about the visitor?
2.  What is reverse-racism?  Find an example from the text.

4.  What is the significance of…

”white is better…”
Uncle Hammer’s gift to Stacy

“…one day we’ll have to pay for it.”
Chapter 8

1. Cassie changes her tone and address toward “Miz Lillian Jean.” She is being kind to her now. What form of irony do Cassie’s words and actions demonstrate? Explain.

2. During Papa and Cassie’s walk through the woods, Cassie says, “For a while we stood looking again at the destruction, then, sitting on one of our fallen friends, we talked in quite, respectful tones, observing the soft mourning of the forest” (174). What is Cassie referring to when she talks about their “fallen friends”?
3.   What lesson did Papa give to Cassie about respect?

4. Why had Cassie been so kind to Lillian Jean for so long? How is she able to get away with her actions towards Lillian Jean in the clearing?

5. Why is Mrs. Logan fired from her teaching post? Who do you think is responsible for her surprise inspection of her classroom?

6. Which literary term is exemplified by Stacey’s statement, “What he [T.J.] got coming to him is worse than a beating” (191).

Study Guide Exercises:  Week Four

Chapter 9
1. R.W. and Melvin are not treating T.J. very well. What do they do to T.J.? How do the Logan children come to know this information?

2. When Stacey puts Mr. Avery and Lanier down for pulling out of the Wallace-store boycott (because he thinks they are too scared), Papa has an extreme reaction to his comment. What was Papa’s reaction? Why does he say what he does to Stacey?

3. Why would Mama be worried about Mr. Morrison, Papa, and Stacey going to Vicksburg?

4. Summarize the events of their [Mr. Morrison, Papa, and Stacey’s] return trip.

5. What do you think is going to happen in the final chapters?
Chapter 10
1. T.J. has gotten a reputation for being a thief. How has he gotten this reputation? How might this be an example of dramatic irony or foreshadowing?

2. What is a bank note? Why is it so upsetting for the Logans’ to have the bank note called up? Who do you think is behind this misfortune of the Logans’?

3. Why does Stacey feel bad for T.J.? Or, why would Stacey think that T.J. looked lonely when he had Melvin and R.W. standing beside him?

Chapter 11

1. When T.J. shows up at the Logans’ saying that he was in trouble, Stacey tells him to, “Go get R.W. and Melvin to get you out of it” (244). What does Stacey not understand?

2. Summarize the events of T.J.’s evening.

3. Stacey agrees to take T.J. home. Why does Cassie tell her brother that he is foolish for doing what T.J. asked?

4. Summarize what the Logan children witness at the Avery home.

Chapter 12 

1.  How Does Papa help T.J.?

2.  How does Mr. Granger help TJ?  Why?

3.  Why does the fire concern Mr. Granger?

4.  How did the fire start?

5.  How is the fire put out?  Will white and black men working side by side to put out the fire change how they feel about each other tomorrow?  Why or why not?

6.  What news does Mr. Janison bring to Papa?

7.  What will happen to TJ?

8.  Why does Cassie cry at the end?

Journal Pages:  Use this format to record daily findings in the text that remind you of something relevant to your life.  Be sure to note the page of the finding from the text, and provide specific examples.  Include the date:  you must have twenty journal entries at the end of this unit.
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